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the Platt

Cuban Loan and

Amendment,

The Cuban loan goes begging, and
financiers show no disposition to handle
it on the terms proposed by the Cuban
Congress. That this would be its fate
was quite plain to all careful observers
and should have been equally so to those
who drew the bill. The basis of the
security offered is unstable, if not un-
oonstitgtional. The Cuban officials ap-
pear to have awakened to this fact, and
it is admitted that a change must be
made i§ the provisions of the bill, .

It is quite time that the matter should
find adjustment and determination. De-
ferred hope on the part of those who
expect direct benefit from the distri-
bution of the proceeds of the loan has
resulted in no emall degree of discon-
tent and disaffection. The imposition of
taxes to provide for the loan, unattended
by the financial relief which the loan, if
placed, would afford, has led to com-
plaint and protest. U'nder the pressure
which has been brought to bear, Presi-
dent PALMA has issued a decree modify-
ing the conditions of the tax bill.

It is officially stated that, because of
the insistence of poesible lenders, the
Government will recommend that the
customs receipts be given as the primary
security for the loan. It is exceedingly
doubtful if this is possible. Article I1.
of the Platt Amendment declares that
Cuba shall contract no public debt
which cannot he duly provided for out
of “the ordinary revenues of the island
of Cuba, after defraying the current
expenses of the Government.”,

The customs revenues now tonstitute
nearly 95 per cent. of the total income
of the island and stand as the only fully
asswred basis for the payment of “cur-
rent expenses.” It is difficult to see just
how this source of revenue can be defi-
nitely hypothecated as a security for
the loan without an infraction of the
provisions of that article.

The Cuban Congress assembles for its
fall session on Nov. 2. Its firat and most
important business should be the con-
gideration of the loan question. It is
useless to say that the money is unob-
tainable because of the condition of
the money market. Money is available
for loans upon such eecurity as Cuba
can give, and it is by no means certain
that the pledge of her customs revenues
is imperative or even necessary. It is
very much to Cuba's interest that the
loan be made, and the island is amply
able to carry the proposed amount. But
the Cubans must disabuse their minds
of any idea they may have that finan-
clers will fight each other to take up
that loan upon the basis of an uncer-
tain security. Their experience thus far
should have made that evident.

The people of Cuba look to their Gov-
ernment to effect the loan, and it {s for
their Congress to provide a basis which
will be considered in the money market.

The

Local Option Close to New York.

At the election next Tuesday the liquor
question will be an issue in certain towns
of Westchester county lying not far from |
the northern boundary of the city of |
New York. These towns are Harrison,
Yorktown, White Plains, Bedford and
Pelham,

Under the Liquor Tax law of this State, |
the 80 called Raines law, the privilege |
of “local option to determine whether
liquors shall be sold under the pro- |
vision of this act” is extended to towns
and not to cities, “provided the elactors
of the town to the number of ten per
centum of the votes cast at the next
preceding general election shall request |
siuch submission by written petition” |
acknowledged before a notary. 7The |
*Prohibitory Union” of Westchester
county has taken pains to satisfy this |
prerequisite to local option in the towns |
named. |

At present, three only of nineteen |
towns in Westchester county are no |
license, four have voted for hotel licenser|
and twelve for full license. In most of |
the towns no vote on license has been i
taken pince 1506,

The local option questions to be sub-
mitted to the towns are required by the |
law to beon a “separate ballot,” and they ‘
are these: |

“ 1. Shall any corporation, assoclation, copart
nership or person be authorized o trafMe o lguors
under the provistons of subdiviston | of Section 31 |
of the Liguor Tax law, naniely, by selling lquor
0 be drunk on the premises where sold?

"2 Shall pny corporation, assoelaulon, eopart
nership or parson be authorized to traMe W llquors
under the provisions of subdivision 2 of Sectton 11
of the Jhquor Tax law
not to bedrung on the prem!ses where sold?

3 Shall any corporation, associatlon COpare
nership or peraon be authorized to trame In Nquors

namely, by selling lguor

under the provislons of subdisision 4 of Sectlon 1
of the Liguor Tas law, namely b
phasmaelst on a physieign s

selling Hquor us &
prescription?®

4 bhall any corporation. assoclatlon, copart
neriblp or peraon bhe authoriced to trae [ lguors
under subdiyvislon | of Seetlon 1L of the Liguor Tax
Iaw, but cply W connection wWith the bustiess of
keeplng & hotel 10 the majorliy of the voles cast on

abtLed ae

she Nrst guiosilon b Lhe negatiyve

To these questions aMrmative or negi-
Live answers wre Lo be murked on the
badlot

A cireular appoal wsiued by Chae Wosi -
chester Prolubitionists s not hopeial
“Apathy  previd's" on Yt e
ke’ and s ubettons |'HHU“’I -
Tobd apgenionm” distrihutedd *stule
ments ar 1o the
oA Noonse legislntion
elate of wlluirs’
“the no lespse vote in Lwse Lowne 10Ky
o be stupendously large.® though o
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haive
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expresses what seems to be a rather for-
lorn hope that in one or two of them
no license will prevail.

Of the 982 towns in the State, 284 are
now no license, 304 partial license and
344 full license. No-license campaigns
are rare, because of the difficulties in
getting the requisite petition, the Pro-
hibitionists allege. The statute provides
that the decision of a town on the subject
shall not be changed within two years.

Mayor Low suggested, a few evenings
since, that he is prepared to favor the
extension of local option to New York.
Governor MORTON, in the memorandum
with which he accompanied his signature
of the original Raines bill, in 1806, looked
forward to the possibility of the growth
of such a sentiment. It may be desir-
able,” he said, “10 extend the local op-
tion feature of the law to cities, either
as a whole or by wards,” and he added
that “if the people of any city should
desire to vote upon this question the
Legislature will, doubtless, accord it that
right.” Governor MoRTON even looked
forward to the coming of a public senti-
ment which “may soon warrant a general
amendment to the bill providing for
local option in all cities,” since,“on prin-
ciple, there seems to be no reason why
local option should not be applied to
cities as well as to rural communities.”

So far as we can discover from the Pro-
hibitionist circular, interest in the license
question is not great in these Westches-
ter towns, outside of the ranks of the
Prohibitionists themselves; but if local
option was extended to New York, how
flerce would the agitation be!

How Will the Tide Run on the Third
of November?

In the city of New York but a single
issue will be presented next Tuesday
to the voter, the issue, namely, of good
versus bad municipal government. In
many other parts of the Union, however,
party lines are sharply drawn, and the
outcome of the elections will indicate the
drift of public sentiment.

So far, indeed, as lowa and Mississippi
are concerned, the result is open to no
doubt. In the former State Gov-
ernor ALBERT D). CUMMINB is certain
to be reelected, and in the latter Mr.

| JAMES K. VARDAMAN, having carried

the Democratic primaries, will be chosen
(Governor. We also take for granted
that in Massachusetta Governor JOHN
L. BATES will be reelected, although the
friends of his Democratic opponent,
Mr. WrLriaM A. GASTON, have put of
late a good deal of energy into their
canvass, and profess to be able to cut
down materially the Republican plu-
rality, which, last year, was about 37,000.
It should be noted that in this State
the Republican plurality has steadily
declined since 1896. In that year Mr.
McKINLEY'S plurality was, in round
numbers, 173,000, but it shrank in 1900
to 71,000. Should Governor BATES re-
ceive considerably fewer votes this year
than he did last, when his plurality was
only about half that of Mr. McKINLEY'S
in 1900, thege would be some ground for
the belief that the tide has turned, and
that, with a candidate at once conserv-
ative and popular, the Democrats would
have a chance of carrying even the old
Bay State in 1804. The fact should be
kept in view that in Massachusetts there
will be Prohibitionist, Socialist and
Socialist Labor candidates for the Gov-
ernorship, and that, of these, the latter
two are expected to draw votes mainly
from the Democratic party.

In Rhode Island, also, there are four
nominees for the Governorship, the
Prohibitionists and Socialists having
put forward candidates. As the Legis-
lature to be elected this year will fill
the seat in the United Btates Senate
now occupied by Mr. ALDRICH, the Re-
publicans are deeply concerned in the
contest, and may be able to prevent
the reelection of Governor Lucrus F,
C. GARVIN, who, last year, obtained
a plurality of about 7,000,

In Ohio, Mayor ToM L. JOHNBON, the
Democratic candidate for the Governor-
ship, does not even profess to expect
to defeat Mr. MYRON T. HERRICEK, his
Republican opponent. In Ohio, unlike
New York and Massachusetts, the Re-
publican plurality has increased bien-
nially since 1896, when the Stategave
Mr. McKINLEY 51,640 more votes than it
gave Mr. BRYAN. In 1898 the Republi-
can plurality was 61,139; in 1000 it was
60,036, and in 1902 it rose to 90,465 In

| view of such a record, Mr. JOHNSON i8

undoubtedly right in regarding his
attainment of the Governorship as hope-
less, and if he has prosecuted his can-
vass with remarkable energy, it has been
with an eye to controlling the Legisla-
ture which will elect Senator HANNA'S
succesgor. Mr. JouN H. CLARKE, who
was nominated for Senator by the Demo-
cratic State convention, has been a
atalwart Gold Democrat, and it will be
interesting to observe whether he suc-
ceeds in polling the whole of the Bryanite
vote, If he does the consolidation of
the Democratic party under a Gold
Democratic leader will have provad
to be practicable,

The outcome of the contest in Mary-
land will be watched with anxiety hy
the friends of Benator GorMaAN, for,
should the Democrats fail to elect their
candidate for Governor and to secure
control of the Legislature that chooses
a successor Lo Sepator McComas, Mr.
influence over the Demo-
minority in the United States
senate and in the Democratic national
convention will be sensibly weakened
It seems o be generally acknowledged
that the new election law, which huas
provided a  complicated  ballot,  will
have the intended effect of dininishing
the negro vote, but, on the other hand,

| the Hepubficans have made of late yeurs

sich considerable galns through white
cigration W o the western part of the
Btute that they count upon rewching the
city of Baltmore with o plurality of
wbout 2000, Whether the Democrals
ul the ity who preponderuld over the
wvowml “ﬂlﬂlh“l WS, can overcome the
sinadl  plurality  named  degends  upon
e gquestion whether they oun galy
whout aw third of the independent voue
wineh holde the baduness of power. |f
e Bepublicans should carvy Masybusdl
Lhis your Mre Hooseveur will, of coupse,
ogpect Lo repeal his prodecessor's ex-
perience, to whom the Blule guve a

(

|
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plurality of 22,000 in 1896 and of nearly
14,000 in 1900

Whether Kentucky can, like Maryland,
be described as a doubtful State, is
strenuously denied by the local Demo-
cratic leader. It is true that in 1800
Mr. MCKINLEY carried Kentucky by the
very small plurality of 281, and secured
12 of the 13 Presidential electors. Four
vears later, however, Kentucky gave
Mr. BryaN a plurality of almost 8,000,
and although Governor J. C. W, BECK-
HAM'S plurality was only about 3,500,
the Democrats seem confident of their
ability to do better for him this year.

On the whole, there is ample ground,
even oulside the city of New York,
for the interest with which both pelitical
parties will scan the election returns
which we shall publish on the morning
of Wednesday, Nov. 4.

Bourke Cockran, the Altruist.

In the heat and hurry of the political
ocampaign the Hon. WILLIAM TRAVERS
JEROME has expressed some impressions
of ouraltruistic and philanthropic fellow
citizen the Hon. WILLIAM BOURKE
CocKkRAN which have pained that noble
heart. To penetrate the psychology of
so rich and various a nature must be the
work of patient and reverent study; and
there is something temerarious in Mr.
JEROME'S hasty sketch. Fortunately,
Mr. COCKRAN has been before the public
for some years. The grand outlines,
the peaks and promontories and shady
valleys of his character, are tolerably
well mapped out; and it is not in Mr.
JEROME'S power, nor even in Mr. COCK-
RAN'S, could he have such a desire, to
mislead the public as to the general con-
figuration of that continent of mind.

Inevitably, Mr. JEROME has misunder-
stood the ARISTIDES of Manhattan, and
that’ misunderstanding has itself been
misunderstood by the subject of the
misunderstanding. Referring to an as-
sertion said to have been made by the
District Attorney, the Great Public
Character says:

® It that means anything from such a mouth as
hls, It means that, as District Attorney, JEROME
has become acquainted with some fact which If he
wished he could make public, and which would
make me blush.”

Much as we deplore Mr. JEROME'S read-
ing of that sincere temperament, we find
almost as deplorable Mr. COCKRAN'S er-
roneous theory of his critic's theory.
Mr. JEROME, it ought to be superfluous
to say, has no expectation or hope of
bringing a blush to that cheek. That
would be to paint the lily, While far
from being an opportunist, Mr. JEROMB
is not absolutely impracticable.

Mr. JEROME'S unfortunate miscon-
ception of Mr. COCERAN’S character is
not to be regretted, perhaps, since it has
given the latter statesman an oppor-
tunity to deny a charge made lightly
against him by the envious and the
wicked. “I have never accepted a cent,”
he cries with the fervor of a just indig-
nation, “not even for my expenses, for
my talents.” This is thoroughly in line
with all his career. He lives, he talks
for the good that he can do. Who, for
example, pursues trusts with more in-
gistence? Mr. COCKRAN feels it to be his
duty to break into trusts. Anything
that he can collect out of them is 8o much
levied upon the enemy, 8o much recov-
ered to the people. No impartial man
can study the glorious record of Mr.
COCKRAN in connection with trusts with-
out venerating talents never hidden
under a napkin, but always put to fruit-
ful use.

The difficulty with Mr. JEROME, as
well as with many other critics of this
supreme altruist, is that they cannot
appreciate his simplicity in complexity,
his solidity in fluidity, his uniformity in
diversity. Only the astronomers and
mathematicians are able to calculate
such an orbit, and even they cannot pre-
dict his phases. Yet that old bore Po-
LoNTUS has explained beforehand all
these variations and predicted this il-
lustrious man, self-centred in majestio
unity in spite of his Protean lightning
changes and vagrancies of opinion:

“ This above all; to thine own self be true.”

This is the foundation cg his enlight-
ened altruism. This is the flub and heart
of a life which cynics are incapable of
grasping. This and that political com-
mittee may murmur against the sublime
apostle of self-sacrifice, and accuse him
of being hired. So envy barks at virtue.
So earlier oracles were accused of being
bribed.

Not less by his Roman austerity of
integrity than by his solid logic and his
severity of argument, Mr. COCKRAN is
an example to other orators and tribunes
of the people. In spite of the tempta-
tions to give way to tropical speech, he
answers the District Attorney and the
fusionists dispassionately. The young
student of oratory who wishes to master
the art of severity without vituperation
can do no better than to commit to mem-
ory these model arguments of Mr,
COCKRAN'S!

¥ Despleable thing.”

“Thls obscene creature.”

" Bluckness of his consclence

“Termagant ln frousers.”

“ Professional pleckguard.”

Y Sesless degenerates.”

This is godlike calm, the pure ether of
pure intellect

England and the Congo Free Btate.

The British Foreign Office has yecently
despatched to Fngland's representatives
ut the «courts of the various nations
which were concerned in the Berlin
Conference o commaunication i refer-
chee Lo the alleged misdoings of the
Belglons in the Congo Fres State The
torims of the communication are so vigor
ously expressed that it is evident hat
the British Government intends to sup
port the issue rased by the debate in the
House of Comumons lust May

dust how fur Eoglund s prepared o
€O b Lhe b ler oan be o more than
subject of conjecture ut present.  That
Fogland would be willing 1o hoist s
own bunner i place of the Belglan Hag
over thut vist Afrvican ares, and o as
wuine responsibility  for the  develop
mwent of the Congo country, s hardly
open Lo doubt Buch a step would mean
mieh o England’s plans throughiout the
entive African continent. Yet it may
be doubted if she would go quite so fur

| terest;
S.S. Kalser
&S Umbria. Wilhelm 11, °
BRullt 1884
Length on load wa-
ter line BOO ft 702 ft.
Beam 67 ft. 73 1.
Dratght 225 208
Displacement 0,860 tons 26,500 tons
Block coefclent 5aN 022
Admirnlty ' . 248 287
Length +~ Beam K77 04
Length Draught 2.2 4N
Steam pressure 110 Ibs 218 Ibs
Piston speed™s, MOt perm. 044 11 per m
Speed 20 kuots 288 kuots
I H P 18,920 40,000
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a8 a forcible ejectment of the present
rulers.

In any British action arising from this
situation the United States has no direct
concern.  America was not a participant
in the Berlin Conference. If we have
any trade at all with the Congo, it is
80 insignificant in its amoumt that no
separate record is made of it. The only
American issue which appears in the
matter stands in connection with the
work of missionaries in that region. A
statement of complaint from that source
has been submitted to the State Depart-
ment in Washington, and a personal
presentation of the matter to the Wash-
ington authorities will be made by Dr.
MORRISON as a representative of the
missionary associations. Dr. MORRISON
has also presented his case to the British
Government, and has made an appeal
to the King of Belgium, the titular head
of the Congo Free State.

The Angler and the ‘“‘Suckers.’’

Everybody knows that the Hon. ToMm
JOHNSON got rich by means of franchises,
and is now hot to have franchises taxed
that are owned by other persons. The
exact means by which he acquired his
own franchises was disclosed by him,
with his habitual frankness, in a speech
made at Tiffin, Ohio, Sept. 27, 1902:

“ 1 will tell you how I made my money. 1 made
it through franchises. I never got a franchise of
my own In my life. 1 went around buying them
from suckers who had gotten them from the peo-
ple, and didn’t know what they were really worth.
That is the way I got my money."

The unearned increment of some of
these franchises is calculated by the
Commercial Tribune of Cincinnati thus:

1804, 1R09.
Nassau Electric Ry. Co . $100000  $1,000,000
The Johnson Company ...... 500000 1,000,000
Johnstown St. Ry. Co. 100,000 100,000
Johnstown and Stony Creek St.

Ry. Co P 70,000 70,000
Detrolt St. Ry. Co. 50,000 800,000
Allentown and Lehigh Valley

Tractlon Co. 80,000 80,000
Buffalo TractionCo.. .......... 800,000

b S $850,000  $3,050,000

ToM doesn’t pay taxes on these three
millione. He even resorts to Govern-
ment by injunction to avoid paying
taxes on them. He got them cheap from
“suckers,” and he is not “sucker” enough
to pay taxes on them.

Strong with this great success in catch-
ing financial “suckers,” he is now fishing
intently for political “suckers.”

“Suckers” must be getting a little shy
in Ohio by this time.

The Hon. Lvcius N. LITTAUER was re-
ported yesterday as imploring the Presi-
dent to come to his assistance in the matter
of a “vindication.” He wants Mr. ROOSE-
VELT to inquire “if there is not some way
still open” to get around Attorney-General
KNox's cruel decision that the statute of
limitations deprives him, Mr. LITTAUER, of
the high satisfaction of being prosecuted
by the United States Government.

Mr. LITTAUER feels keenly the blow
which the brutal KNox has delivered upon
the most sensitive spot of his personal
honor. He is reported as saying:

“ My only desire In this matteris to have an op-
portunity to vindicate myself completely, so that
there shall be no doubt In any one's mind. I have
no wish to be shielded by the statute of limita-
tions."” .

One course remains open to the Hon.
Lucivs N. LiTTaver. Suppose he should
arise in the House of Representatives on
the first day of the extraordinary session,
and, as a matter of the highest privilege,
demand the appointment of a committee
to investigate the action of the Department
of Justice in refusing to waive the statute
of limitations for his benefit.

The Chicago Record-Herald endears itself
to all lovers of atatesmanship and sociology
by printing the thoughts of Senator Depew
on matrimony. Wae regret that the article
is copyrighted. It contains sagacious
counsels and precious consolations, which
the married and the unmarried will be the
happier and better for. In time, perhaps,
the copyright will be removed. Distributed
as a tract, this testimony and adhortation
will work on myriads of hearts. Celibacy

and divorce are doomed.
e e A At

The Steamship of the Future.

From Cuasier's Magasine.

Taking the steamship Umbria, built in
1884, us a good example of the best practice
of that time, and the Kaiser Wilhelm I1. as
the highest type of to-day, we find there has
been an increase of about 10.8 feet a year in
length and (184 knot an hour in speed. This
rate of increase, while it will not keep up
indefinitely, will be maintained for a certain
length of time. Al developments have
progressed with great bounds for a few years,
and then have settled down to a praectioul |
basls.  This settling down period has not
yet arrived in the steamship world, as the
aver increasing size and speed of ships will
show. Referring again to the Umbria and
the Kaiser Wilhelm 11., this table is of ip-

We can now approximate the sigs of a
steamer about on these lines and settle on a
d6-foot dravght.  This 18 not too much with a
40-foot dredeed harbor, and it may go even
further, With a 86-foot draught, then, a
ratio of length to draught of, say, 25, and a
ratio of length to beam of 1, and with the
satne block coeMeient as the Kaiser Wilhelm |
1T, we would gt 875 feet length of load water-
line, ¥7.6 feet heain, 47,800 tons displacement,
and with an Admiralty cosfMloient of 287 we
would need ahoul 72,000 indicated horse-power
for usen speed of 25 Knots. This horse-power,
the writer believes, will be obtuined with
turbines, und o ship of this size we shall live
1O Ave
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Nam Parks and High Wages

Ton Pigor or THE SUN  Sir - You probably
errin g Suin Farks credit for the advance in |
wages o the bullglog teades In the past four years
Fhe real canse was the "hoom " I'he searcity of
labor 1o the hutlding trades during the urgent ge
i o complete, 1o g/eat haste, the hundreds of
shyscrapers in the Inrge eltles, coused the biddlug
ANy price was possible (n
e Ciaes | heard of one tnstance, 1o upper Fifu
Aveliue, wWhere the workmen were pald esorbitant
Wagrs Tur slght wark, enough W enable thew w
grtthelrmenls ot the loading hotel restaurant

up ol the price of \ubor

oo MEC Parks was nol the father of high wages
he do, howeser, partly the cayse of this year's de
pression Fhe strikes he Das called alfected the

ron sl stee trade, the most seasiiyve nerve by ouf
businoss systein KEal Eavare
NEw Yous, Ot @

Ji the Nurth  American Review Tor November
Mubipmmad Harabotullah shows how the Mace
doplen  Lroubles  wppear o Mobsmmedan eyos
Au Angho Aweriean” Indieis the Beitah monarchy,
sl the president of Colgate Lnlverity condemng
fosthall  Mr Corvissos ells sbout Augusiis Mt
Gaudons, and Vernon lLee about Kuskls.  There
are other articies of inlerest on subjects of the day.
A rather Bncommon siirastdon is a poem by Thomas
MHasdy, “The Tromp Woman's JTregedy "

ECHOESOF AN AMAEBING CANVASS.

The Political Maturity of the Tamman)y
Gang.

To THE EDiToR oF THE SuN—8ir: ‘I asked
this afternoon an old Irishman, employee of
a business friend of mine, for whom he will
vote: “Sir, 1 voted in 1884 for MoClellan's
father.” “Then, of course, you will vote for
hin son this year?” “Sure.” And now the sur-
prise! “Can you tell me, sir, in what party
McClellan will go in. " asked the old gentle-
man mysteriously. “Of course, in Tammany
Hall.”  “You think so?" 1 had to shut t
door not to laugh in the man's face. B,

NEw York, Oct, 27,

Frem the Prohibition Peint of View.

Toauk Eprronr or THE Sun —Sir: Thinking
that you might like to give all sides a fair
hearing in THE SvN, I write briefly of this
oampaign from the Prohibition standpoint.

Prohibition platforms have been before the
country for more than thirty years. All in-
telligent men ought to know what the reason-
ing in them is, namely, that it is morally wrong
to support the candidates of a license political
party because that makes the voter a supporter
of the licenso policy of that party: or, acoord-
ing to an old and correct way of putting it, it
makes the voter a partner in the liquor busi-
ness and in ull its bad results, including the
sending of a multitude of souls to adrunkard’s
grave and a drunkard’s doom every year.

In the present campaign, as in every other,
we may each think that this or that principal
candidate or party is better than others; but
that is of small importance to any voter com-
pared to the weighty question of entering
into or avolding the above mentioned part-
nership. The important thing is the voters’
attitude toward right and wrong.

In this election no party except the Pro-
hibition party claims to be opposed to the
sinful policy of authorizing drunkard making
by license. Intelligent men know what it
means when Mr. McClellan announces him-
self in favor of personal liberty, and what it
means when Mr. l,ow advocates a change in
the excise laws to make them more liberal,
and when he talks about a liberal enforce-
ment of them, and what it meant last winter
when Mr. Low and Mr. Jerome hoth went to
Albany to advocate a bill for Sunday opening
of saloons. 1 claim, therefore, that the man
who supports any of these candidates, al-
though he may be honest and only terribly
mistaken in his judgment, really takes an
attitude of support of the saloon for seven
days of the week, instead of the only right-
eous attitude of eternal opposition toit. Both
of the principal parties and candidates are
bidding for the saloon vote. Both are so bad
that it is wicked to support them. I think I
have at least made it clear that it is not with-
out reason that many good men cannot
consclentiously vote for any one but John
McKea for Mayor this fall, and the Prohibi-
tion candidates at all elections.

JAMAICA, Oct. 27, Jurius E. PRELPS.

Cockran on Municipal Bonds.

To THE EpiTorR or THE SoN—8(: Mr.
Cockran In his speech last night stated that
the bond issue of the city is restricted to 10
per cent. of the value of its property. This
statement ig incorrect. The issue is restricted
to 10 per cent. of the assessed value. One of
the causes of the decline of bonds during the
Loow administration is due to the fact that al-
though the assessed value has been increased
about 40 per cent., there has not been a similar
or corresponding increase in the actual value
of the city’s property. In other words, the
city's debt limit has been increased without
giving the purchasers of ita bonds & corre-
sponding Increase In their security.

SaMuEl HELLinGEn.

NEw Yorx, Oct. 27,

Mr. Jerome Criticised by a Demoorat.

To TRE EpITOR OF THE SUN—S8(r: In the
account of the fusion rally in the Fifteenth
Assernbly district, held last night, as reported
in THE SBUN this morning, under the caption
“Jdivesthe Lie to McClellan,” Distriot Attorney
Jerome is made to say: "“The dificulty of ap-
plying criminal law is that you cannot conviot
a man on the testimony of accomplices alone,
and all the men under Tammany were ac-
complices. I couldn’t manufacture the evi-
dence myself."

If a jury of intelligent men cannot *conviot
a man on the testimony of accomplices,” if the
word of the accoiiplice, unsupported by other
testimony, cannot go In courts of justice,
cannot ba admitted for truth, how, then, can
the honorable District Attorney, Mr. Jerome,
expect the reasoning, thinking, intelllgent
citizens of New York city to lend credence
to what he nightly says from the stump? He
admits himself, in his very arguments, that the
only evidence he has is the testimony of so-
called accomplices. If this avidence “cannot
go" in law, neither can It be rammed down
the throata of a great people by a demagogio,
partisan, vituperative, billingsgated, swell-
headed, mud-slinging Distriet Attorney.
“Throw mud and it will stick,” but, “not
stain:” and to-morrow if some of these very
leaders of the Democratic party (Tammany),
that he seeks unmercifully to pillory, Cataline
style, were to die, he would be among the firat,
if called upon at a public memorial service to
assist in the apotheosis of the men he now
declares reprobates and unclean.

Enough of this vilification! Let’s fight the
Muayoralty campaign on clean, clear, cameo
cut issues, and not on personal slander and
individual libel.

New York has reached her proud position
of metropolis of finance, commerce and an
enlightened press, not under Cltizens’ parties,
Republican parties, fusionists, &c., but under
the government of the Democratio party in
her municipal affairs. Therefore, if Tam-
many has ever been the cesspool of iniquity,
the plunderer of the city treasury, the guar-
dians of corruptness and prostitution, to use
a word from the Order of Acorn literature, is
it not strange that capital has sought invest-
ment, great towering structures have been
builded, the city improved from one end to
the other, and from the Hudson to 'way be-
vond Brooklyn’s suburban lifea? Do all these
things happen where robbery, plunder, dis-
regard for law and order reign and rule with
high-handed autocratic power? 1 they do,
then Manhatian i8 an abnormal freak in mu-
nicipal government, a rara avis whioh could
only have grown out of chaos and venality,
because the press of New York opposed to
Tammany would have it so.

Jssues and principles ghould win in this
N\mpninn not II"[JN)VM ﬂﬂmﬂr(lr)ym_ nor
should this great Democratic city bhe blindad
to the fact that a fusion victory means a Re-
publican victory for Odell, Platt, Depew and

President Roosevelt in 1904 R FE K.
NeEw YORK, Oct. 28,
Jerome and Cookran.
To e Enitor oF THE 8vN —8ir; In the
wunicipal compalgn  of 1001, Mr. Bourke

C'ockran, the eminent student of the coinage,
went about among his acquaintances com-
menting thus npon the speeches of Mr. Wil-
L Travers Jeronie

“Pruvers s doing very well surprisingly
well for a man of little or no experlence In
publio speaking.  But he profits greatly by
lack of proper opposition
his speeches could be utterly neatralized if
wn .~,\|n-r|n~m'e-d e were 1o bhe sent out by
Pammany Hall to follow him wnd extinguish
Wit He would be the easiest mun in the
world to extinguish

Is Mr Bourke Cockran of the same mind
to-duy ? N

New York, Ocr 20

The Distriet Attorney in Bings

ook Eotror o Tue 8cx 5600 o your
paper of the Zith, an editorial entitled “The
Ol of Distriet Attorney o Brooklyn
slruck e ue belng o very controversial sab-
Jeot, wnd topresses oo with o desire a8 @
citbzen and friend of good government . to
expross iy humble opinion of the seeming
difieulty

Jobin ¥ Clarke Las undouledly Leen an
eMaotont and couscientious “municipal oMoer
yol you sy the miost that can be waid of hin
pohitioully e, that he has bevn o stanch ful-
lower of Hugh Mel.anghlin

Very woll, if the Cltigsus’ Union Lsd prof
ferod b 1t indorsement, or nominution us
thelr cundidale, it would be wonfronting (his
gontleman with & dilemms, Just such se
Mr. Grout was put through; i he sonepted
the proposition he would esrn the contemps of

I

The effect of |

oyal partisanship
in political debate with Mr. Tim Wood-
ruff some six years ago, when Mr. Wood-
ruff (if | mistake not) was awarded the de-

80 that | cannot see how the

nomination of Mr. Ketcham detracts anything

from the zeal of the Citizens’ Union for able

candidates. T N. G
BRrooxLYx, Oct. 27,

To Tag Emitor or THR BuN-—Sir:
me a great deul of pleasure to read in this
morning's 8eN vour editorial on “The Office
of District Attornee in Brooklyn.” In my
judgment you have struck the right note.

Here we have a District Attorney who, ac-
oording to the local Judges and the local
press, of all shades of political opinion, has
brought this office to a state of almosat abso-
lute perfection.

He has been complimented by almost every
Grand Jury serving during his term, and if
such a man is not entitied to a reelection, by
the nomination from all parties, 1 have mis-
understood the purpose of the fusion move-
ment.

I have been a Republican all ray life, but 1
shall take great pleasure in cast.ng my vote
for John F. Clarke for District Attorney of
Kings county on next Tuesday, if } am spared
that long: and I trust that your ed.torial will
be the means of awakening many voters to
the fact that honesty in a public oMcial de-
serves reward.

“More power to ye.”

New York, Oct. 27.

Fraxx M, PrICB.

False Registration.

To Tae EpjToR oF TRE SUN—Sir: Will you
please tell your readers and the good citizens
of this city that there has been a false regis-
tration from 477 Hudson street, our clergy
house, and we have strong suspicions that he
is one of the many Tammany heelers and
Tammany floaters who are ever ready to
thwart honesty and justice.

Isn't this evidence of Tammany's inde-
cency and rascality? The Republicans and
Citizens’ Union officials and we clergy are on
his track and in this case will see to it that he
does not put his fraudulent vote in the ballot
box. As an independent Democrat 1 urge
all good citizens to “Vote for Low and keep
the grafters out.” Rev. F. J. KErcH.

NEw York, Oot. 28.

Mr. MeClellan Didn’'t Take Orders Frem
Mr. Nixon.

To TEE EDITOR OF THE SUN—-S8ir: | have
always believed it to be the policy of THE
BUN to be fair and not to mislead. Political
campaigns and the tenure of office are but
short, but the influence of a great newspaper
should be practically for all time. 1 find that
in self-respecting newspapers nothing is
oharged against George B. McClellan’s public
or private life, except that he has been sub-
servient to Tammany Hall and that if he s
elected Mayor Tammany will be in the saddle.
As an illustration allow me to state a fact,
subject to verification by your own flles.

When Amos Cummings died, it left a va-
cancy in the Naval Committee of the House
of Representatives properly to be filled from
the delegation from our great city. Mr. Nixon
was at the time the head of Tammany Hall
and also president of the shipbullding trust,
now being exploited in the United States
oourts. He, Nixon, was desirous of having
the vacancy filled by the appointment of
Perry Belmont, and in a conversation with
Mr. McClellan asked him to support Mr. Bel-
mont for the place. Mr. McClellan informed
Mr. Nixon that he was using his influence for
Mr. Fitzgerald of Brooklyn.

Shortly afterward Mr. McClellan returned to
Washington and found a telegram from Mr.
Nixon saying, "I want you to support Perry
Belmont for the vacancy on the Naval Com-
mittee,” to which Mr. McClellan answered,
“In my public duties I take orders from no
man."”

The matter got out and he was commended
highly for his right sense of duty and inde-
pendence of Tammany Hall influences. Can
it fairly be said that the man who virtually
defled the power of Tammany Hall then, in a
matter of little importance to himself or the

people, would in the great office of Mayor be

controlled by any man or body of men, save
the public and his own conscience?

Being faithful in one thing he will be falthful
in many things: I think the publication of this
would be an act of justice. W. A. COTTER.

Nrw York, Oct. 29.

Interest in the Canal Question.

To TEE EDITOR oF TRE SuN—Sir: Allow
me to commend your articles on the canal
question, to be passed upon at the approach-
ing election,

Notwithstanding the apparently good qual-
ity of the support of this measure, an expe-
rience of a good many years with thetrans-
portation situation prevents my seeing $101,-
000,000 worth of good in the scheme, even if
we possessed assurance of the faithful appli-
cation of the whole of this vast sum.

Have the advocates of this "Improvement®
considered well the fact that for over six
months of the year—during the busy winter
season—the canal {8 out of business?

Also, when they talk of the canal as a neces-
sity to regulate those arch flends, the railroad

monopolists, do they know to what extent !

the ownership and control of the transporta-

tion lines operating through the canal are |

identical with the ownership and control of
the all-rail freight lines?

If thia measure is advisable, why is it not
also advisable to parallel our modern rapid
transit system with lines of horsecars, or om-
nibuses, to be operated by interests closely
associated with those in control of the present
system? J. W. E,

NEw York, Oct. 28.

To tae EDITOR OF THE SvN—Sir:
Will the Russian fight the Jap?
Will the Turk be good again?
Will Menelik and Dowie form
A Dervish syndicate—and when?
Most important are these questions
In this curlous campaign.
Who would drag in local ssues
Muat be nutty, cracked, insane

Will Colombia try a bluff?
('an Madame Humbert sew a hemn?
Will the English Pramiar be
Devonsahire or Brummagem?
Most important are these questions;
Waste no time in foolish talk,—
What is decency to we'uns,
Honesty or old New York ?

Ecomer
——————
Dowle's Seriptaral Blunder.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN —S8ir: Dowle cannot
be well read In the Seriptures or he would never
Lave made the blunder of calllug bimself Eitjah 1]

In the Gospelof St Matihew Is thls record of the
sayings of Jesus

When Jesus came Into the coast of
Phillp 1, he asked hls dlnl'urlu. saylng
men say that I the Son of Man, am”” And they sald
“Some say that thou art John the Hapiist
Fllas, and others Jeremlas or ope of the prophets
He salth unto them, "Byt whom say yelam®™ And
Stmon Peter inswered and sald, “I'hou are the
Christ, the Son of the Iiving God.”

As they came down from the mountaln (afte rihe
viston on the mountaln|  Jesus charged them  sa)
ing . Tell the viston towo man untl Tie Son of Man
be raen om the dead Abd Bls diseiples wsked
b, saying “Why then say the scribes that |)lgs
st [Arst come? And Josus answered and sabd
unto them " Pllas truly shall Best come and restore
ol things  Bui | a8y uuio you that Fllas s come
already. and they knew Ll not, but bave done
unto bim whatsoever they lated Iikewlse shall
ahdo the Son of Man suller of them *  Then the dls
viples understood that he spuke unto them of John
the Haptist

Now. 6 b very evident that i KD jab appesred
OF Wi Jelucainated Lo John the Baptist, that must
Lave Leen his scoond appesianoe ob earth, and If L

s here agaln aelheamated o John Aleaander
Dowie. Dowle should eall Klmself Eljah 11 ang
not Fijah 11 If e wishes (o be 0 barmony with
the seriptures

Of eourse e guestion s beneath serous agu

went, but for those Who take Dowle serioualy It Is
woll o vapuse o charlslan who lgs the Mnpudence
o robe bt o the aiible of 4 salntly Prophiet
W order to Beoce an Jgnorent aud gulliblo ot of
tollowers W) Gettp
BrUpoie ML el 3
Suggestion to the  ommander of the Bossard,
Vo rae Eorow O Tk SUN-Mr Could uot
Puot. Langley get svine good polnts from Edger
Allsn FPoe's story of Hana Plaall?
Now Yous, Oet R 77T Pree—

Cesarea !
“"Whom do

some !

| benetir of a4 numl

EX-SLAVE PENSION SCHEM}

The Post Ofice Department Declares 1t 1o
He a Barefaced Frand,

WaAsHINGTON, Oct. 28— The Postmast«
General to-day issued an order deny i1
the use of the mails to the Ex-Slave Mutia
Relief Bounty and Pension Association
Washington and 1. H. Dickinson, trea-
wrer; T. Starr Munfree, secretary . and i
E. Gilehrist, financial manager, all of
city, for using the mails 1o defraud

he association was formed during e
last session of Congress, ahortly  alt
the introduction by Senator Hanua,
request.” of an ex-slave pension (il I'l
Inspectors’ report on the case savs iy
“Munfree is a colored crook of the wors
type.” He formerly operated the Seor
ern Bupply Company in Nashville, whero
he then hived, and was arresied for
offence. The pension schee 18 declarsd
to be one of the most barefaced frani.
ever brought to the attention of the P s
Office Department. The promoters reglize|
a large sum of money from it

Army Courts=Martial and Coarts of Honar

TOTHE EDITOROF THESIN - Nir o 01w v
sensible editorial in your issue of (01 13
referred to the unnecessary severity of ey .
tribunals and the disposition of of s |
the navy to protect and shield one wnatho:

Not only is this true upon the purt of th,
former, but there is & remarkable indifferen,
to the fate of the victim of hastily prepare |
or unjust charges, which are sustuined g
pressed in all their literalness

It is a well known fact in natural hister:
that wheu certain lower anfmuls are wounded
their fellows immediately set about to devon:
them. Whether this is a process of pat:.
to favor the survival of the fittest, or an oy
dence of inherent cruelty, is a matter of specy,
lation. It seems to have an aualogy wher
it would be least expected—-in & professio

.where (air play is alwayrs looked for, and us

ally found. The findings of recent courts

martial bear more than a mere suggestin

to this zoopophagus process, and the histor.
of the operations of these, especially when
social offences are concerned, is familiar to
most old army oMcers, who have a fund of
reminiscences which illustrate the arbitrare,
tactless and usually cruel exercise of power
especially when the trouble is fomented by
woman in the garrison.

During the past few months manv brave
officers have been arraigned for compara-
tively petty offences, and others for gross
financial irregularities, and even forgery. 1n
one case, alleged “neglect of dutv” led to
the infliction of a sentence on a Lieutenant
Colonel, who was reduced to the foot of his
lineal rank and condemned to be kept there
during the remainder of his active service, [t
I8 needless to say that such a merciless and
unconstitutionul sentence was disapproved
by a wise commanding officer

Another case which suggests [tsalf and
fllustrates the injustice of summary procedure
is that of a yvoung Lieutenant of infantry who
was wentenced to dismissal for an alleged
“insult to a woman,” and whose sentence
was subsequently commuted by the Presi-
dent, although a minor and very severe pun-
Ishment was substituted,  Through the pub-
licity given a charge of doubtful importance,
and its appearance in the sensational press,
which arraigned and convicted the victim
even before the President had a chance to act,
the voung officer has been cruelly misrepre-
sented and will have to live down the vague
charges that have not been made public but
if they were might impress a large number of
people as comparatively trivial.

All this injury 18 due to the non-existence
of some local tribunal where the (“mrrels of

arrison nnd regimental life might be ad-
usted, if possible, before the yellow journals
could get a chance to ruin the person on trial
In the German army exists what is known as i
Court of Honor, which is provided especially
or this purpose, so that disputes are settled
nsults explained, and dirty linen is washed
in private; and the offending officer is afford-
ed a chance to apologize, make other repnru-
tion, or resign under compulsion. As it is
now, a man without pride may take the
chance of ventilating his own wrongs, gratify-
ing his revenge and rulnlnlz a brother officer
when there has been no intentional insult,
but perhaps an Innocent jest made after din-
ner, or at a timo when there were extenuating
circumstances. JUSTICE.

NEW YoRrkg, Oct. 28.

Huxley and Agnosticism,

To T8® EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Your editorial
of Oct. 24 on “The State and Religion,” says, re-
garding Huxley:

Mr. Huxley colned the term agnostic In a spirit
not ereditable to him, for by It he snught to dls
tingulsh himsclf in the English Phillstine mind from
unfashlonable infidelity, though he knew very well
that the two terms mean substantially the same
thing, express the same state of mind toward re
liglon and supernaturalism. He was afrald to ap
Penr In his true colors and resorted to a disgulse of

erminology eastly penetrated by an educated mind

Huxley, In his essay on agnosticism In his “Sefenc:
and Christlan Tradlitlon,” expressly admitted that
Infidelity and agnosticlsm mean substantially the
same thing, expressing the same state of mind
toward supemnaturallsm.

To say that he was afrald to appear in his own
colors and resorted to a disgulse of terminology
ecasily penetrated by an educated mind is erron-
eous. None of the priests and Bishops, nor e¢ven
Mr. Gladstone, In all thelr controversies with him
ever accused him of being afrald to show his colors
The only fear he was ever known to have was to
assert that he knew when he did not know. That
1s what made him an agnostle.

He adopted, or colned, the word “agnostic” as
one expressiug more exactly his real bellef than
any other term hitherto employed.  Infidelity has
applications gther than those relating to theolog:
Athelsm lmplles a positive knowing that someth!ng
fanot. He wasunotan “ist” of any kind, and to cail
bimself an agnostic, to distingulsh bim from the

| guostics who knew 50 much, he thought was quite

appropriate, At the same time he declared that
they called him rightly who called him by those
very names which you Intimate he sought to escap
Instead of colnlng o word In a spirlt not credita
ble to bim Lls splrit was admirable.
CAMDEN, Oct. 25, HeNry WaITS.
.

The Color of Indian Blood.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir; In todaj's
SuN under the heading “Indlan Blood In Thelr
Velns” thers is a statement 1o the effect that the
ohlldren of one Dabuey were not permitted to a'
tend a white school In Richmond, Va., becnuse
their great-grandmotber was an Indlan. Lhere
mist He some wiistaie, surely, for the great \ s
gintan, John Randulph of Hoanoke, boasted of
descent from Powlatan GILES SuiNk

NEW YOHRK, (et 28

e

The Drinkers of “"Miserable.’"

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—S(r: What amuslig
blunders we do somethnes tod 1 arucles writien
for the pewspuapers, to be sure.  Hore Walter )
Ballard comes along and tells us In bis artlele on
“American Cocoa Drinkers” that the shells are used
for the decoction Knowt as cocodn Sinee wher
pray? Had he sald for a decoction known as “M!
crable” be would have been nearer the mark fo
the shiells (Liey are not always burnt, as George O
Moule says In lls letter (0 Lo day’'s SUN) are ofie
put on tue market (I have frequently seen them
Ircland) w make & beverage of that pame, and
very appropriate naine for more wishy wasuy siu!l
Hut Lo make cocoa, never!

A LovER oF Cocoa

yull never dralk
NEW YORK, Ot 2n

Elasticity of & Brick Chimney.

TO THE EDivon oF THE SUN ir. AfArm int
town are at the present tme erecting a smokesin
10 feet hig! | e mnsons working on the »
say that 1tsyays This Las started quite on aig
ment b our tWwan Wil it e one of THE SHis
readers be so blod as Lo explatn this matter for

ool gnorantl people oo

lage?  The e s Does o Lk stack 1o

high sway so thal o asolh worklig on top of

could nodee 11w duean v it JOME Glesy
NEwpal, N 4 et 2

Great Fapenditures for Chetsidan Young Men

Forovs the Chrosttan Tndedligencer

Last ycval el MO was apent fog Y
Mens Clabatlan A clatlon Buthitings throag
Noith A A A ont Lhe present time thel
uver Bt barie Higs o o e of vie
COal Hearly | honore I he associutiug
Wl diu i Wign Wt B0 e s al
dowiient  amounting o 2 L0 On
(RTR N ) ree new buthilings were dad)-ae ¢
M Newark v Vol FnG a0 sty
Butal ] whb

furnish s ety
Costing Bl an

Ihe Gulnea Vig Thai Wout Wiong

Fram the Liverpod §

Al Lhe 1eainbat veling of o Varisian ten peiai ¢
s ey Litew gulnea plgs wele lactlated w
varfous formn s of whiviol and pie with oe p
waler aud then put away U (e enid of the nee

g, whe e et prought them oyl agalu

tem ok show the shocking rawe of

alewbiol Moot cufurtunaiely bowever, the on'y
1 gulnes plg was the Wotolal sue and B9 e
was slmply sbocuing ,

P P e e o




